DOCOBEIT BESailE 



ED 127 5U8 CG 010 849 

AOTHOB Dovd, James J. ; Bengston^ V€rn L. 

TITLI Social Interaction, Age, and Ethnicity: An 

"Sxamination of the "Donble Jeopardy" Hypothesis, 
FOB DATE [75] 
NOTE 21 

EDPS PHICE HF-$C,33 HC-$1.67 Plus Postage. 

DESCRIPTORS *Age; *£thnic Groups; Family Income; *Gerontology ; 

*Inreraction Process Analysis; Minority Groups; Older 
Adults; Research Projects; *Senior Citizens; *Social 
Factors; Socioeconomic T^atus; Suicide 

ABSTFACT 

This paper explores the relationships among 
ethnicity, age and inherent social dilemmas. The study examines 
selected dependent variables (economic and health indicators, social 
interaction, and life satisfaction items) in an effort to determine 
the extent to which different configurations of age, ethnicity and 
socioeconomic status produce varying levels of social interaction and 
well-being. The data presented were collected by tho University of 
Southern Caliifornia^s Gerontology Center in its survey "Social and 
Cultural Contexts of Aging," sampling 1,269 Black, Mexican-American 
and Anglo residents of Los Angeles County aged 45 to 74. Analysis 
indicates that Blacks and Mexican Americans suffer a case of "double 
jeopardy" for the minority aged. The possibility that age may exert a 
leveling influence on ethnic variation over time is also suggested in 
the data. (Author/MPJ) 



♦ Documents acquired by ERIC include rsiny informal unpublished ♦ 

♦ materials not available from other sources. ERIC makes every effort ♦ 

♦ to obtain the best copy available. Nevertbelass^ itams of marginal * 

♦ reproducibility are often encountared ^nO this affects the quality * 
^ of the microfiche and hr.rdcopy reprodi^^ct nn^s ERIC makes available * 

♦ via the 2RIC Document Reproduction Serv - (KDBS) . EDBS is not * 

♦ responsible for the quality of the ori9 . .1 document. Reproductions ♦ 

♦ supplied by EDPS are the best that can be made from the original. * 



EKLC 



CO 

^ SOCIAL IMVK'VJnOlW AGE. AT'D ET^riTCuY: 

Jares J. to';c Vem L. Beiigtson 

V.'cT.Tie State Uni^-c-rsir'/ IJni^-orsity of Southern California 

LLi 

The plij^t of the ntinori- / ar.ed )m£ oeen characterized by rrianv as 
one of either ^'doiiolf? jeopardy", "triple ieopardy", or "mltiole 
^uizards'* G^atiaial Urban League, 196i; Jackson, 1967; 1971; National 
Council on Aging, 1972; Senate Special Conmittee on A^^'ng^ 1971). 
Lind:>ay, for exanple, noted that nost of the Tnino:rii:y aged ''are less 
v.x^ll educated, have less inca^. suffer rrost illnesses and earlier 
death, have poorer quality housing and less choice the ^i^here they 
live ard v;here they work, and in general have a less satisfying quality 
of life" (U.S. Senate Special Conmittee on AgLng, 1971: VI). In recent 
years such disadvantages have sho^^ no indication of imru^O'vcTTtn'it . Hill 
observes that ''the situation of die aged Black, on the ^i^^le, has not 
imj^rowd sl;.yii ficantly since 1960. Most of the disparties betvr-en 
Black and White elderly in relation to work history, incom3, education, 
health and housing ccriditicns still reniain" (Hill, 1971: 35). 

Ihe iirplications of "double jeopardy" for botli social policy and 
social gerontologicxil research are irany. Goldstein has canclu'jed that 
"the confounding influences of age and race make the economic situation 
of older Negro (family) uriits particularly bleak and warrant special 
'1^;' attention to this segment of the aged population" (1971: 249). The 

U.S. Senate Special Conrrdttee on Aging agreed, arguing that if the 
cliaract eristics of the minority aged are Indeed differen:, from the 
general populption, social policy must be informed as to these ^...•m 
differences and m::>clified accordingly- ^^^'^I^Jcai\oh 
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For social scientists vlth researdi interests in the field of 
social gerontolo;^r/» t'ne r^licntions of this '^double ieoDardy*' situation 
have been reflected in an increased concern vn.th thf3 methodological 
biases K:r)osed by ssr^ple cccpostion arid a consequent call for inore 
cross-etinic research (Jackson, 1971b; 1971c; Kalish, 1971; Kent. 1971b; 
1971c; Ehrlich, 1973; and P.ip.an, 1973). Rather than continue to 
exclude minority aged frorr. cn^;oinp, gerontological research on the 

assumption that there are no differences between Anglo and non--Anglo 

2 

a;'ed, a grodng rnvher of social gerontologists have criticized prior 
research precisely for its failure to control for variables such as 
etlnicity, edur:ation, loo^lc of residence, and SES (Reynolds and 
Kalish, 1974). 3y rebtricting sampliri'^ to populations of aging Anglos, 
the risk of compoisitional effects is greatly increased; "that is, the 
differential distribution of such social variables in various cohorts 
and age categories confounds interpretation of findings insofar as 
those variables ray be related to the dependent variable of interest ' 
(Douglas, Cleveland, and Maddox, 1974; p. 669, quoted in Kevno'ids and 
Kalish, 1974). 

Tnis perspective on social policy and its Tnodification raises the 
issue of ^^;hether racial or ethnic identity alone constitutes sufficient 
basis for differential treatment. Some have suggested that, viiile 
differences among ethnic groi'i^s wre frequently obsi;rved and incontestable, 
it was true too that *'the aging indiT.'idual be he Vlhite or Black is also 
sui^ject to a variety of other influences which frequently cut across 
racial lines and mediate differences'* (Kent and Hirsch, 1969: 2). The 
concern is one that ethnic identity alone may indeed be perceived to 
be enough bcisis for differential treatment as the National Urban League's 
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original staterrent on "double jeoparc3y" suggested it to be. In addition 
to obviating the search for differentials among persons within the same 
ethnic grouD, Kent and associates believed this view was oversimplified 
as it iOTored the possibility th^t "the differences that derive from 
prior social class position, racial grouping, and environmental 
circumstances inay be blurred by the decrements of age, the problems 
incident to the later years, and by the social and Personal mechanisms 
developed to cope with them" (Hirsch, Kent, and Silverman, 1958: 10). 

It may be, for example, that Uiile the relative nurrbers of aged 
Blacks and Fiexican Anericarus having good health and adequate uicome are 
less than those of Anglos, the percentage differences between young 
Blacks, Mexican Americans and Anglos are greater yet . In other words, 
if compared with minority respondents aged 40 or less, 45% more of 
liJce nyed Anelo respondents eani more than $10000, but the same 
percentage difference among the over-65 3-*i^<ir-olds was only If /o, a 
characterization of the minority aged as bjing in "double -jeopardy" 
would be accurate but yet inconplete. For, in this case, in addition 
to the double jeopardy effect, one could also say that age seems to 
be exerting a certain leveling influence on the ethnic differences 
found amcng the younger earners. 

It is with this latter perspecti\tJ that Kent, for exanpli*, \±e.^d. 
the relative situations of the Black and Anglo aged. The "age as 
le\^Ter" notion, however, has not been subiected to empirical scrutinv. 
r^ot too long before his untimely death, Kent himself conplained that 
while there remained a hint that "age may be a great loveler with 
regard to both racial and social influences...," not cnly lack data 
but also lack the conceptual tools for adequate interpretation" 
(1971c: 49). 
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TVie rationale for the present: paper cjoriv-os SDecificallv fron die 
dual Observations nicntioned abo'v^e; nart3ly, the ninority aped suffer 
from a situation of "doiible jeopardy" and, secondly, chronological a-^e 
lieing a critically important irc^asure of status my be ODerating in 
old age to le^';el ^tiat were formerly large ethnic differences on a 
variety of socioeconorric and quality of life phenomena. The puroose of 
this papei is to ey^mine selected deoendent variables (ranging from 
economic and health indicators to social interaction and life 
satis feat ion items) in an effort to determine the extent to which different 
confirmations of ar,o, ethnicity, and SES produce varying levels of 
social interaction and vs^ll-being. 

METl-lODS 

Data to be reported in this paper w^re collected as part of a 
larger survey of the '^Social and Cultural .Contexts of Aging" conducted 
by the University of Southern California's Cerontolof^ Center. The 
study population for this research consisted of Los Angeles County 
/vnglo, Black, and Me:<ican-American residents aged 45-74. Sampling 
was conducted with the specification of equal allocation of cases 
within the sample to nine age by ethnicity cells (three age strata-- 
45 throu^^^i 54, 55 through 64, and 65 through 74— tines the three 
etlinic groups previously mentioned) with as close an equitable 
distribtion on SES as possible. The final sanple of 1269 to emerge 
from the nulti-staged area probability sanple desip^i losed in this study 
is, with weighting, representative of Blade, T^xicsn-Anv^rican, and 
Anglo residents of Los Angeles County, aged 45-74. Table 1 presents 
the sample distribution. 

Table 1 about here 



Althou;^ the present sarDle vas not part of a longitudinal desim 
v.hich vTDuld ideally be necessary for proper ar^alvsis of the *le^^linr-i'' 
properties of a^e, our desiTTi does facilitate at least an initial 
inx-estigation of this issue as it sfx^cifies an equal allocation of 
cases into three age strata and three ethnic ?^ups as well as an 
equal as realistically possible distribution cn SES. Thus, v-tiile we 
cannot follav^ one birth cohort throii^^i time and detemoine viliether 
increased age does level viiatever ethnic variation that rnay exist, w 
am conpare three different age strata and detennine the extent of the 
ethnic variation v^^thin each stratum. If, then, the ethnic differences 
anong the ^5-74 year-olds were not as great as tbiose among the 45-54 
year-olds , there would be at least some indication that age exerts 
a lev'eling influence. 

VARIABLES 

The dependent variables chioscn for this analysis include a series 
of social interaction items (e.g., frequency of interaction with family, 
friends, and relatix-es), perceived health, family income, and several 
ni:!asurt}s of life satisfaction. The life satisfaction measiores were 
derived from a factor analysis of a battery of elevr>n items selected 
primarily from the Pliiladelphia Geriatric Center Morale Scale (iKTwton, 
1975) •'^ Tlie varim.3X roatated factor matrix appears in Table 2. 

Table 2 about here 

ANALYSIS 

The analysis that follcrA^s is based xx^xxi a nultivariate regression 
analysis in uiiich ctbjnicity, sex, SES, and income wore regressed against 
each of the (impendent variables listed abov^^. An analysis of the 
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Gtnr.dardizcd pririinl re;:rer.5jion cc<:fricicnt3 r:>2tc3 weiphts) for the 
ethnicity varialDles vrlli be perfcrrrPd in crd-r to drterrine the rGl.nti\'»ir 
Irr^act n-jnorltv errrjp strttij.3 - holding const<Txt the confouidiac:, 
effects of SES, Lncorc ririd sex • men the deoendcnt variables vnthin 
each of the three a-e strata. Th/as, if th^ere does exist a situation 
of "double jcopcirdy" for the Black or Kexicaii Anerican aged, this 
will be reflected by a negatix'e beta weight for the durmied ethnicitv 
variables in ilie old^er aje stratum. Hov;ever, if chronological ap,e 
is exert inp, a * leveling'' influence on prior ethnic differences (or, 
Cor that mtter, on prior sex differences), this would be e\ddenced 
by a decl i ninp; standardi;:ed partial regression coefficient between tlie 
ethnicity dixrnies and the dependent vari<^le across the three age strata. 

The relationship betVA^cn rrinority group status and incorre constitutes 
a clear case of do^jble jeopardy. The data in Table 3 list the beta 
weights corresponding to the relationships between minority group status, 
sex, income and the dependent x'ariables (income, perceived health, life 
satisfaction, and suicide) within tlie three age strata. The beta weights 
for both Mexican Americans and Blacks en the income variable were both 
negative and statistically significant (p acrocs eachi of the age 

strata. For the older Black respondents, the B of -.298 indicates that 
even with SES and SEX held constant the Black aged rtjport sl^ificantlv 
Icr^r incomes than the majority Anglo group. The same ccnclusicn 
applies as well for the Ilexic^m Arir^rican Aged. 

A different conclusion, hc^>^\'er, is reached for older females 
relative to older males. Although the B for sex is a negative .120 
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rindicatiii:: the Ic/cr ir.crrt:s of olrier fcrr/iles -w-is-.!-'.-!? older nicies 
.X:d, hence, a crj^e of douDlc ieopsrdv) , this figure is sorTt?Ah.-t l(.T^?er 
tlian the -.150 corrc5>poncir:r ro the sex variable in the 55-64 yaar-old 
gro-jp, and certainly a substantial decline frcn the -.237 beta 'woeir^t 
fo'jnd among the 43-5i year-old respondents. Thus it is true that 
older feriales suffer double ieopardy on incorne relati's^ti to older 
rales; yet, it is also true tliat the relative inccne sit\JUition of 
nalcs and ferrjales in old a;^e is relatively trore ecui table than it is 
for the youn^-^er respondents in the saiTple. Chronological age appears 
to "lov^^r' sorxr..hat: a formerly larger income differential that 
existed in the niddle years between the sexes. 

In respcnse to the qiiistion, ''In g-.^ieral, vrould you say your health 
is \'or/ r;ood, good, fair, poor, or very poor?", older Black respondents 
\^vrc sijTiificontly rx)ro likely to report poorer health than Anglo 
respondents even with the effects of income, SES anu SEX controlled. 
The beta w^^i^)nt of -.187 (given in Table 3) is statiscically significant 
with p < .01. At the lower ages, the effect of being Blade was not 
a sif^iificant predictor of health. For Mexican American respondents, 
altliough niore likely than Anglos at all ages to report ooorer health, 
the effect of etiinicity was not statistically significant (p > .10). 
The data also indicate that sex is an important predictor of health 
lK>yond the age of sixty-five, with females rore likely to reTK)rt 
being in better health than nvale respondents, 

LIFE SAnSFACTTOrj 

The principal con|xnents analysis of tlie life satisfaction battery 
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produced r.co f^jcior.s, labelled tr<'r:nuility and ootiTrij^n. The rorTCssior: 

of ethnicity on each of those t^.vo factors produced sore interestinp. 

results. On optiris^, an analysis of bota weip]its supports the 

fi: Jinr-s of others that the morale of the minority a^^ed is generally 

la.ver than that of the VJhite aged (Upirm, 1966; Yoimans, 1963). 

TtiC tx-^ta weights for 65-74 year-old Blacks and !^xican Anericans vx^re 

-.162 and -.342, respectively. Thus, in tems of life sa.^isfaction 

as rtfasured by optiiri-sri!. a case of double jeopardy can be made for the 

minority r4;^ed. 

yi?asurin^' life satisfaction by tranquility, ha>7ever, a different 
conclusion ti^ncirrcs. Across all age groups in the ii^resent sample, the 
minority aged report greater levels of mDrale than the Anpjo respondents 
UViile tlie size of tl"ie beta \;eights decrr^ase across age strata (indicatin 
a leveling effect) , the sign of the j::oGfficients remain positive in 
all cases. This surprising finding may help co understand the 
confused state of the literature pro\aously reported in the area 
of race and nDrale. It appears critically iirportant to distingMish 
between the factors mderlying life satisfaction and not caifound 
these separate phcnccrena by sim{)ly adding affirmative responses across 
all variables as soop have done (CL"=^mente and Sauer, 1974). 

A further measure of life satsifar.ticn was included in the analysis 
namely, a question asking 'Have vou e'er considered taking you own 
lifc?"^ The data in Table 1 mdicatt an *'age as leveler** effect is 
present as the beta ;jcights decline across age strata from over -.20 
amcng the younger respondents to well inder -.1 among the older group. 
The negative coefficients on tliis variable of suicide are indicative 
of a lesser preoccupation ^>rLth suicide. The statistically significant 
negative coefficients given in the 4S-54 year-old category suggest 



that /ciirlc/s. :v/. ^]c?c>r or !'t^y.icm Aroric^s, nrc rrore likelv to 
entertain notio.is of suicide. This differencx^, hcf/.m^er, declines acres 
ciy.Q strata as a greater proportion of older An^'.los than younger Anr,los 
respond tr^e;. Ivav-e "nett^r" considered takLng their OaTi lives. 

SOCT/J. INTERACnON 

Table foiir pres<3!nts the results of the regr^*ssian of ethnicity, 
sex, SES and incor.t? on four measures of social interaction: freauency 
of interaction with (a) children; (b) grandchildren; (c) relativ.S; 
c^nd (d) friends, neijfdibors, and acquaintances. Tlie standardized 
partial regression coefficients reported in Table four show that, 
on only one of these four rrcasures (frequency of interviction with 
friends, neighbors aid acq^iaintances) , does a situation of "double 
jeopard:v^'* erorge for the minority aged. Ihe beta weights coefficients 
representing the effect of rinority group status on the remaining 
three nt^asares of social interaction decrease in iTiagnituot: across 
age strata but remin positive in each case. Tnus, with respect to 
certain measures of social interaction, it appears that the minority 
aged arr less likely to be socially isolatea fnxi family and kin and, 
hence, the characterization of double jeopardy would be inappropriate. 

Ihe extent of double jeopardy is limited to interaction with 
friends, neighbors, and acquaintances. Across the three age strata, 
both Mexican American and Black respondents report lower levels of 
interaction than Anglos. This differential increaises across age 
strata, with the minority aged (65+) the most isolated. The beta 
wei^^ts increase frcrr - .175 to -.279 for the Black respondents; the 
increase across age strata for the ^fexican American respondents is 
from -.307 to -.510. ^ ^ 



The presence* of r. Icrxdir.?. effect c<ti be observ^ed vn.th trio 
reraiininr; three rc-a.sures cf social interaction. From Table A, one cm 
see t±iat the beta weights correspcnding to the relationship ber.v^cn 
ethnicity and frequency of interaction with children, grandchildren, and 
relati\^s both fawr the rrinority respondents and generally decline 
across age strata (v.lth the single exception of interaction with 
grandchildren armg Mexican Americans, the srallest coefficients are 
foind among the oldest age stratixn) . This leveling property of 
:hranologic3l age is no^t apparent with respect to interaction with 
relatives. Ch Oiis variable, the standardized partial regression 
coefficients steadily decline across age strata, from .238 to .172 
to .003 for Blacks and from .271 to ,170 tv^ .032 for >fcxican Arrcricans. 

Tliese data suggest the possibility that individuals seek, and 
generally find, a Miniimn le\'el of social interaction. The need to 
mintain this rinirxm accepted level of interaction requires the 
indi\ddual seek nc^ partners in their social exchange networks 
should death, for exa-'^pie, steal from them a spouse or relative. 
TViis phenonnon appears particularly salient for Anglo respondents 
whose interaction with children, grandchildren, and relatives is 
generally less than either Blacks or Mexican Americans, Viewing 
their interaction with ''other people" like friends and neighbors as 
ccnpensation for the lower levels of interaction with kin, it becomes 
clearer why the frequency of interaction of Anglos with their friends 
and noij^ibors is considerably greater than either Mexican Americans 
or Blacks. 

SU^IARY 

Utilizing* data fran a large CN=1200) nuLti-stage probability 
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sarple of rriddle- fibred and .ircd BL-iC-:--. . yolcan A-K-ricans and /^n,?los 
li/^^iTi:; in Ir^r^ r^:f:eles Co'jnty, the phcnornenon of social participation 
-^'ith fr^rily, friends, and neighbors v;as anal^'zed to deterrrine the 
degree aid aiture of any ethnic variation. It was found that thjere 
werii differences arong the three ethnic gro^jps not only with respect 
to individcL'd social interaction but also on variables like income, 
perceiwd health, consideration o^ suicide, tranquility, and ODtirnisrr. 
In some cases, particularly on inccr^ and health, th^^se differences 
aristituted a case of "double jeopardy'' for the irinority aged. 

But uWle doiible jeopardy was found to be an accurate character^ 
ization of the Black atd Mexicc'n /Vnorican. apied in our society, the 
possf-bility that apfi ray exeri: a leveling influence oo ethnic variation 
o^vt^r tijie was also sii^^^'psted by the data. Vari-ables such as social 
intei action with diildren, grandchildren, and relatives as well as 
a variable measM.rin,e; the rc^spondcnt * s pa^t consideration of suicide 
all e\ldi:^.nccd a C3rtain decline across age strata in their correlation 
vrith rdnority jr.'x^up status. VJliile cross-ethnic longitudinal researdi 
desi^s would be necessary; to definitively explore the "age as 
leveler" hypothesis, the present analysis offers sone support for 
the earlier worl< of Kent in this area. His ^^ersoective on the issue 
of the mlat ionf^hips antng ethnicity, age, and social problcrns bears 
careful considerati u: 

...The problems older people face are very similar regardless 
of ethnic badcgroind. Ihit: is not to say that the sane 
proportion of eadi group faces these problems; obviously 
they do not . The point , however, is that if we concentrate 
on the group ratlier than on the problem, we shall be treating 
synptoms rather than causes (Ki^t. 1971a: 26). 
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The warning of Kent refers to the presurrption of those like the 
National Urban League that .-^..hnic differences are alone sufficient to 
understand the personal and social situation of the aged. This 
presurrption, argues Kent, ij5iores trenendous variation within ethnic 
categories (cf. Jackson, 1970; 1971a). Unless one appreciates this 
critical reality, to paraphrase Shibutani, much of human conduct in 
old age 'Vill remain a source of wandeiment** (1961: 431). 
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Table 1: 



Agp 

45- 
54 

55- 
64 

65- 
74 

Total 



Black 

Lcwer Upper 
SES SES 

83 51 

91 44 

102 42 

267 137 
413 



Sanple Cotrposition by Age, Ethnicity 
and Socioeconomic Status 
Ethnicity 
Mexican-Ainerican Anglo 



Lower 
SES 

81 



98 
112 
291 



Upper 
SES 

65 



51 
42 
158 



Lcwer Uouer 
SES SES 



57 



80 



449 



52 . 83 

48 87 

157 250 
407 



Total 

417 
419 
433 



1269 
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Table 2 : Varirvix Rotated Factor Matrix of Life 
Satisfacticn Iteins 



1. Do you hav^c a lot to be sad about 

2. Do you feel that life isn't worth 
living 

3. Do you worry so nuch that you can't 
sleep 

4. Do you feel afraid 

5. Do you feel bored 

6. Do you feel lonely these days 

7. Do you get upset easily 

8. Do you feel that things keep 
getting worse as you get 
older 

9. Do vou feel that vou ha\^ 
as iisach pep as you did last 
year 

10. As you get older, do you 
feel less useful 

11. Do you feel that life is hard 
for you 



Tranquility 
.613 

.420 

.664 
.476 
.576 . 
.577 
.450 

.381 

.062 
.221 
.539 



Ontimjsm 
.243 

.324 

.150 
.169 
.208 
.217 
.134 



.494 



.307 
.697 
.440 
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Table 3: Inone, Perceived lis alth, and Life Satisfaction 



Age 
45-54 



55-64 



65-75 



(Standardised Partial Rer^nession Coefficients) by A^je, 
Ethnicity and Sox (Controlling for Income and SES) 
DEPENDEOT VARIABLES 



Predictor 
Variable 

Black 

Mexican 
Aimricai 

Sex 

Black 

Mexican 
American 

Sex 

Black 

Mexican 
Anerican 

Sex 



Income Health 

•'Wr*-.286 -.084 

***-.208 -.053 

-''--'^-.237 -.067 

***-.323 .042 

*^'"--.200 -.083 

150 .018 

iWnV- 298 '><->^- . 187 

^^--.205 -.058 

^^^-.120 ^•^>^M60 



Tranqxjility Optimism Suicide 
***.207 *.110 ***-.200 



192 
-.0S4 
.097 

.055 

■ *.112 

.048 
*-.091 



-.021 
.037 
• .086 

-.018 

. 162 

***-.342 
.075 



252 
.014 
-.051 

*-.116 
-.071 

.011 



" Significant (p .10) 
Significant (p .05) 
Significant (p. .01) 
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Table U : Social Interaction (Stand-ardized Partial Regression 
Coefficients) by Age, Ethnicity and Sex 
(controlling for Incorne and SES) 
DEPENDENT VARIABLES 



Age 
45-54 



55-64 



65-75 



Predictor 
Variable 

Black 

Mexican 
Anerican 

Sex 

Black 

l-fexican 
Anx?rican 

Sex 

Black 



Interaction Interaction Interaction Interactiai 

with children v/ith grandchildren with Relatives xjith others 



.080 

v^v-.v.262 
.090 
^-'M56 

*^M59 
.051 
.045 



.085 

*.145 
*='M69 
* 120 

— .200 
.006 



282 
***.271 

:73 

''-w^.172 

*.088 
.003 



,175 



307 
-.081 

^^-.093 
-"^^-.279 



Anerican 
Sex 



.075 
^>.149 



.hv.v,243 
*5V*,i40 



.032 
.064 



*^--.510 
**-.102 



* (p .10) 
(p .05) 
*** (p .01) 
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roaiNOTEs 

^TiZc ey^Tiple cited by the Special Corrrrittec on Aging concerns the 
phcnomanon of decrc5-^ed rates of longevd.ty among minority groups. The 
Cornmittee points out that, since proportionately fe\v^r Elacks thai 
Aiglos live long enough to collect old rge Social Security benefits, 
minL'TTum age requirements for Blacks should be changed to reflect this 
reality. 

2 

Sone researdi actually has excluded Blacks not because Blacks are 
presurrcd to be similar to Anglos and, therefore, their inclusion would 
rnake no difference, but becaxise Blades are so different from Anvrlos that 
their inclusicn vcould distort some anticipated findings. In a study of 
wcing and age, for exarrple, all non-Whites were excluded with the 
e>q:)lanation that ''kncwi differences ^in the experiences of different 
generations of ^fegroes are so great that rion-Vlrites are excluded from 
all data reported in this paper'* (Glenn & Grimes, 1968: 565, K;. 9). 

3 

The indices or tranquility and optimism x^re constncted Dv 
TTultiplying the factor score coefficient by the standardized score 
corresponding to the appropriate variable and sxjrmng the results of 
the operations across each of the eleven variables. 

4 

The responses to the CLEStion ranged frora ''Yes, seriously'* to 
*Tes, but not seriously" to 
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